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At  the  begmnmg  of  1914  there  were  good  reasons  for  anticipating 
a  record  year  in  the  exports  from  Nottingham  to  the  United  States. 
The  first  and  second  quarters  justified  the  anticipation,  but  after  the 
war  broke  out  the  exports  fell  off  considerably.  After  the  first  two 
weeks  in  August  there  was  a  fairly  good  business  until  the  latter  part 
of  September,  after  which  the  American  demand  decliried  to  a  U-iini- 
mum.  It  was  said  that  on  the  outbreak  of  war  American  importers 
overordered,  anticipating  difficulty  in  ol)taining  goods.  The  home 
retail  demand  diminished,  leaving  unsold  stocks  and  a  consequent 
reaction  on  the  market  here. 

The  Embroidery  Machine,  Lace,  and  Hosiery  Trades, 

Nottingham  owners  of  embroidery  machines  (about  425  machines 
in  all)  on  the  outbreak  of  war  were  in  the  v/ay  of  reaping  a  harvest, 
as  they  seemingly  controlled  the  market,  but  later  they  lost  many 
orders  to  French  makers. 

The  lace-curtain  trade,  so  far  as  exports  to  the  United  States  were 
concerned,  was  fairly  good.  Manufacturers  complain,  however,  that 
there  is  a  disposition  to  substitute  casement  cloth  curtains  for  lace 
curtains,  the  former  being  obtainable  in  a  variety  of  colors. 

As  the  lace  trade  fell  off  the  demand  for  lace-making  machinery 
declined  accordingly,  and  many  of  the  workmen  are  unemployed  or 
have  taken  up  other  lines.  During  the  last  six  months  (to  Jan.  25) 
over  $20,000  has  been  paid  out  by  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Lace 
Operatives  to  members  out  of  work. 

Hosiery  manufacturers  were  doing  well  up  to  the  breaking  out  of 
war,  after  which  time  Government  orders  occupied  almost  their 
entire  capacity,  especially  if  their  output  was  in  line  with  Govern- 
ment needs,  and  this  demand  is  increasing.  The  plants  are  not  only 
working  overtime,  but  antiquated  machinery  that  had  been  cast  aside 
is  being  requisitioned  to  helj)  fill  orders. 

Conditions  in  trades  not  directly  in  line  with  the  needs  of  war  are 
not  encouraging.  The  outlook  for  revival  of  demand  for  lace  and 
plain  nets  is  not  hopeful,  and  these  conditions  will  probably  continue 
so  long  as  the  war  lasts. 

There  were  hopes  that  the  war  conditions  might  compensate  the 
district  by  its  being  called  upon  to  fill  orders  that  formerly  went  to 
other  European  countries  at  war,  but  the  expectations  have  not  been 
realized  to  any  great  extent. 

While  the  war  has  created  a  large  demand  for  certain  articles, 
notabl}''  woolens,  hosier}^,  and  boots  and  shoes,  in  fact.  Government 
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orders  almost  monopolizing  the  output,  the  reverse  has  been  the 
experience  of  the  lace  makers.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  and 
u})  to  July  camisoles,  flouncings,  and  all-overs  were  in  demiind.  As 
to  the  plain  net  trade,  esi)eciall3^  bretons,  the  boom  that  set  in  in 
December,  1913,  was  Avell  maintained  during  the  lirst  quarter  of 
11)14,  Then  the  American  demand  fell  oif.  but  later  revived  some- 
what. As  the  figures  show,  however,  the  decline  from  the  business 
done  in  1913  was  considerable. 

Changes  in  Export  Trade  to  United  States. 

The  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  American 
consulate  at  Nottingham  for  the  United  States  for  1914  compared 
Avith  1913  Avas  $810,093.  The  heaviest  losses  Avere  in  cotton  laces, 
$70,800;  cotton  nets,  $395,000;  linen  piece  goods,  $84,000;  leather, 
$34,000;  veilings,  $33,000;  salted  sheepskins,  $129,320;  and  yarns, 
$78,000.  The  greatest  gains  were  in  Madras  jjiece  goods,  $G1,(X)0; 
warp  machinery,  $40,000;  glue,  $22,000;  artilicial  silk  and  cotton 
piece  goods,  $20,000;  silk  and  cotton  hair  nets.  $12,000;  silk  nets, 
$23,000;  linen  towels,  $22,000;  frillings,  $8,000;  boots  and  shoes, 
$5,000;  cotton  handkerchiefs,  $5,000;  lace  curtains,  $7,500;  curtain 
machinery,  $7,000;  hosiery  machinery,  $5,000;  and  Levers  machinery 
(including  hand),  $17,400. 

Although  there  Avas  a  decrease  in  the  total  value  of  the  exports,  the 
number  of  invoices  certified  Avas  812  greater  than  in  1913,  the  total 
amounting  to  G,814,  the  largest  number  CA'er  passed  through  the  con- 
sulate. Compared  Avith  1913,  a  much  cheaper  class  of  goods,  espe- 
cially in  camisoles  and  flouncings,  figured  in  the  shipments. 

The  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consular  agency 
at  Derby  showed  little  change  from  1913,  Avhile  tlie  shipments  from 
Leicester  increased  considerably,  boots  and  shoes,  Avoolen  gk)A-es, 
Avoolen  liosierA^  leather,  and  some  other  articles  shoAving  large  gains. 
The  articles  and  their  value  exported  from  the  consular  district  for 
1914  compared  Avith  1913  were  as  foUoAvs: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

FROM  KOTirXGII.MI. 

Artifloial  silk  and  cotton  piece 

$19, 499 

5,171 

428 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM— COntd. 

Hair  net.s: 

Cotton 

$2,093 
9,855 

S313 
2,  733 

284. 800 

13.041 

116,060 

8ilk 

Hair,  goat 

1,927 

Handkerchiefs: 

Cotton 

$4.-!  36 
36,669 

24,648 
2,05S 
3,698 

24,8t)4 

14.686 
103. 4.85 
2.300 
62S 
2,730 
1,543 

7,315 

3,177 

1,8,32 

20,325 

R.974 
10. 827 
2,501 

276 

3.'J9 

238 

23,564 

10,092 

38,735 

Hosiery: 

Cotton 

Damask,  cotton . 

526 
3.343 
2,263 

5.233 
3,653 

20,893 

Merino 

214 

t^ilk 

2,594 

Falls- 

AVool          

29, 532 

Silk 

AA'ool  and  cotton 

323 

Wool.  .. 

Household  etTects 

316 

1,867 
380 

22,074 

4,821,,'^41 

24,875 

32, 104 

2,272,029 

136, 192 

368 

1,304 

Jackets,  woolen 

792 

20, 559 

4,8,89 
6.C,S4 
6,480 

831 
1,448 
2,253 
1,367 

Jacquard  cards 

718 

FrillinRs: 

Cotton 

Laces: 

Art  silk  and  cotton 

Cotton 

25,209 

4,745,030 

Pilk        

23,838 

Gloves- 

f-'ilk  and  cotton 

29,515 

Potion 

Nets- 
Cotton 

1,877,584 

AVool                              .  . 

Bilk 

159,456 

Glue 

Silk  and  cotton 

4,838 

"UNITED    KINGDOM NOTTINGHAM. 


Articles. 


FEOM  NOTTINGHAM— COntd. 


Lace  curtains 

Leather: 

Chamois 

Other 

Linen  piece  goods 

J>inen  towels 

Machinery  and  accessories: 

Accessories 

Curtain 

Hosiery 

Jaccjuard 

Knitting 

Levers,  including  hand. . . 

Ple^.ting 

^^  arp 

Other 

Madras  piece  goods 

Needles  and  cases 

Pictures 

Paper: 

t-  terio,  tissue 

Other 

Pins,  hat  and  hair 

Quilts,  cotton 

Seeds 

Silk,  Milanese 

Silic  x^iece  goods 

Silk  and  cotton  piece  goods. . 

Silk  and  wool  piece  goods 

Skins: 

Salted- 
Calf 

f-  hecp 

Pickled 

Raw — 

Sheep 

Dried,  undressed  rab- 
bit  

Horse 

Sod  oil 

Stoneware 

String 

Tapes 

Underwear: 

Cotton 

Merino 

Silk 

^^  oolen 

Veilings: 

Cotton 

Silk 

Silk  and  cotton 

Velvets,  cotton 

■\Voolen  and  cotton  dress  goods 

Woolen  piece  goods 

Wool  waste 

Yams: 

Cotton 

Italian 

Silk 

Tussah 

All  other  articles 


Total 9, 868, 379 


1913 


§184,442 

14,841 
115, 167 

298, 759 


26,693 

4,219 

4,585 

1,.555 

2:?3 

14,921 


47, 600 
6,511 

16, 101 
530 
954 

1,(187 

1,464 

10, 186 


32, 128 

"4,'363 


1914 


133, 296 
166, 776 


24, 784 

12, 185 

1,852 

856 

21,172 

9,694 

1,SS2 

23, 702 

67, 940 

8,907 

735 

13,982 


3,239 


660,932 
4,018 
10, 780 
16,  705 
13, 101 


S192, 109 

2,375 

92, 899 

214,550 

22, 815 

24,937 

11,394 

9,917 

511 

2()2 
32,348 

681 

87, 856 

1,744 

77, 076 


1,255 

3,174 

4,803 

448 

20,613 

769 

273 

462 

542 


136,650 

37 

450 

21 

90-t 

2 

897 

7 

932 

7 

451 

28 

578 

9 

444 

117 

384 

21,403 

2,521 

501 

27, 135 

58,591 
5, 620 
814 
321 
3,602 
1,932 
3,460 

588,202 

'"26  ,'322 

"46,"  752 


9, 058, 2Su 


Articles. 


FKOM  DERBY. 


Automobile  parts 

Beer 

Colors 

Elastic  pieces    (rubber   and 

cotton  goods) 

Grindstones 

i  Horsehair 

Lace  nets  and  netting 

Oxide  of  iron 

Pickled  sheepskins 

Rottensttne 

Sod  oil 

Steel  rope  wire 

Tapes 

Umber 

All  other  articles 


1913 


1914 


$5 ,180 
148,806 
92,167 

4,447 
15 ,530 


4,068 


Total 

FROM   LEICESTER. 

Boots  and  shoes: 

Men's  and  boys' 

Women's  and  girls' 

Bristles 

Elastic  webbing , 

Furniture,  cane 

Gloscs: 

Cotton 

Cotton  and  wool , 

Woolen 

Hat  bands 

Hides,  moist , 

Hosiery: 

Cotton , 

Cotton  and  wool , 

Silk  and  wool , 

Woolen 

Household  goods 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Leggings 

Scrap , 

Sole 

Upper 

Laces 

Other  leather 

Machinery 

Packing  cases,  etc 

Photographic  apparatus 

Seeds,  \  egetable  and  flower. . 

Show  cards 

Underwear: 

Cotton , 

Cotton  and  silk 

Cotton  and  wool 

Silk  and  wool 

Woolen 

Wearing  apparel: 

Cotton  and  wool 

Woolen 

Wool,  raw 

Yarn,  worsted 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


495 ,924 

17  ,762 
15  ,075 
12  ,067 
4,703 


19 ,270 


834 ,999 


3,993 


2,453 

49  ,iOG 

406 


28,401 
3 ,870 


26 

185 

43 

8 ,246 

26,640 


36,515 
14,011 
5  ,377 
29,973 
103,125 
28,383 

598 


2,829 
11,664 


909 

18,915 


S17,110 
131,141 
66 ,407 

5 ,643 

3,809 
45  ,532 

9,0)7 
26,447 
480  ,7ti3 

7  ,362 
14  ,074 

5 ,0';io 
3,702 
6,784 
8,419 


831 ,385 


05  ,147 
8,414 
4  ,>m 

47 ,704 
6,572 

719 

975 

47 ,654 

13 ,865 

5,897 


1,605 

474 

32,140 

2,370 

504 
0,817 

335 
32 ,703 

680 
70 ,341 
17,571 
12 ,661 
31,:07 
104  ,053 
15 ,019 

4*9 

110 

11,856 

2,c93 

22,500 

3,120 
15,418 
10,-:  46 

6,;97 
20,230 


370,490    623,802 


The  exports  invoiced  from  Nottingham  for  the  Philippine  Ishmds 
during  last  year  were  valued  at  $30,170,  compared  with  $54,375  for 
1913.  The  principal  articles  for  both  years  were  cotton  lace  and  nets, 
and  sugar-mill  machinery. 

There  was  a  decline  in  the  exports  from  Nottingham  to  South 
American  countries,  particularly  to  Argentina  and  Brazil.  Houses 
shipping  to  Central  American  countries  also  report  a  decreased  busi- 
ness during  last  year. 
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Limited  Local  Trade — Increased  Cost  of  Foodstuffs. 

As  regards  the  local  trade,  aside  from  absolute  necessities,  there  is 
little  or  no  business.  Dealers  in  such  lines  as  jewelry,  pianos,  house 
furnishings,  better  class  clothing,  etc.,  are  doing  i)i'actically  no  busi- 
ness. Even  well-to-do  jieople  are  buying  only  what  is  actually  needed, 
economizing  to  meet  higher  taxes  and  the  ai)peals  for  charity  made 
necessary  l)y  the  war.  For  the  i)e()ple  who  are  not  immediately  con- 
cerned in  producing  or  handling  war  material  there  is  little  hope  in 
the  trade  outlook. 

There  has  been  a  material  increase  in  the  price  of  nearh'  all  food 
staples  in  Nottingham.  The  following  table  shows  the  prices  for 
January,  1915,  compared  with  the  same  month  last  year : 


Articles. 

January, 
1914. 

January, 
1915. 

Articles. 

January, 
1914. 

Januar%', 
1915.  ■ 

Beef per  pound. . 

Mutton do 

Pork do 

Cheoso do 

Sugar: 

Granulated do 

lyump do 

Cents. 
21 
20 
18 
IG 

4i 
5 

Cents. 
25 

22 

20 

20-24 

7 
8 

Butter per  pound . . 

Egi^s per  dozen.. 

I'lour per  14  pounds. . 

Tea per  pound . . 

Cents. 
28 

44 
48 

Cents. 
3t> 
48 
04 

The  prices  of  coffee,  bacon,  lard,  potatoes,  and  vegetables  were 
practically  the  same  as  one  year  ago.  Goods  that  are  usually  put  up 
in  bottles  (not  liquids)  are  more  expensive,  owing  to  the  supply  of 
bottles,  so  largely  made  in  Belgium,  being  cut  otf.  Dried  peaches, 
apricots,  and  pears  aro  less  expensive,  the  shipments  that  heretofore 
went  to  Germany  being  now  diverted  to  this  country.  Fresh  fruits, 
es])ecially  apples,  are  cheaper. 

There  hns  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  prices  of  coal  since  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  The  average  retail  price  per  long  ton  was 
about  $5  in  January.  There  is  a  shortage  of  labor  in  the  coal  indus- 
try, due  to  the  large  number  that  has  entered  the  arm3^ 

Automobile  Industry — Building  Trade. 

The  automobile  industry  in  all  branches  was  flourishing  up  to  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  Since  then,  however,  the  demand  has  been  for 
war  and  commercial  purposes. 

There  were  2(')■^  buildings  erected  in  Nottingham  in  1014,  as  against 
091  in  1913.  Of  these,  37  were  warehouses,  3  picture  palaces,  6  public 
buildings,  12  .shops  and  oflices,  and  3  churches  and  chapels.  Practi- 
cally the  only  work  now  l)eing  done  is  the  completion  of  contracts 
entered  into  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war. 
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